
St. Martha School 
440 North Azusa Ave. 

Valinda, CA 91744 
 

March 15, 2021 
 

Dear Parents, Faculty, Staff, and Students, 

Last week on Marth 12, 2021, the Superintendent of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
Paul Escala, shared with us, “Today, the state announced that we have achieved a critical 
milestone for vaccinations for our most needy community members.  As a result, the 
threshold for moving from Purple to Red Tier has moved from 7 to 10 cases per 100K for 
14 consecutive days.  This means all grades TK-12 will be permitted to reopen (with 
modifications) beginning next week.  The first day will vary based on your local public 
health department.  

On March 13, 2021, also, he sent us an email stating, “I am writing to share the most up 
to date health orders from our local public health department regarding new guidance for 
the reopening of grades TK-12 in the Red Tier:  

• Los Angeles County:  
o New guidance highlights:  

§ Reopening status: Any school providing in-person instruction for 
at least one day is considered “reopened”.  If the county should 
return to the purple tier, any reopened school will be permitted to 
stay open.  Any school that does not reopen will be subject to 
purple tier restrictions IF the county returns to that tier.  All schools 
should plan to phase-in reopening within three weeks under the 
county’s grace period. 

§ Cohorts/Stable Groups: While recommended (see guidance for 
details) there are NO numeric requirements for cohorts/stable 
groups.   

§ Classroom distancing: The six foot rule still stands, but if schools 
are unable to achieve this spacing in classrooms, they are 
permitted to distance student desks no less than 4 feet with 
barriers.   

§ Daily teacher rotations: There is NO restriction on the number of 
cohort/stable groups a teacher can teach daily.   

§ Quarantining: Quarantining whole cohorts/stable groups if there is 
a positive case is no longer required.  Quarantining will be based 
on close contacts only.  LACDPH will support schools with 
determining who needs to be quarantined based on the number of 
established close contacts on-campus.  

§ Asymptomatic testing: Not required for resumption of in-person 
instruction.  



§ Liturgical activities: Though not expressed in the TK-12 guidance, 
schools are to follow the Places of Worship guidance.   

§ Gatherings/Events: LACDPH has stated that there will be 
forthcoming guidance on events like graduations and other end-of-
year school events.  Schools are advised to maintain all of the Red 
Tier restrictions and not gather indoors for non-instruction 
activities.  Outdoor gatherings MUST follow all distancing, masking 
and hygiene requirements and should be limited to only essential 
activity.   

Per current school reopening guidance all schools from Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health (LACDPH) have the opportunity to open for in person instruction. Saint 
Martha School grades TK-6, with an attendance daily average of sixty students, started 
already to receive instruction on March 4th.  

Parents, now as permitted by LACDPH and the Archdiocese of L.A., our   students in 
grades 7 & 8 will be able to return to school by Monday, March 22nd.  After a year with 
distance learning, as a Principal of Saint Martha, I encourage you parents to give to 
yourselves and to your children the opportunity to return to school.  

While the pandemic and the painful consequences that have resulted from are far from 
over, this special Lenten season offers an opportunity to grieve and to begin to heal as a 
society.  Though we are still in the pandemic tunnel, the light in the distance is shining 
brighter every day.  The light is His love – we must follow it and embrace His healing and 
comfort.  On this one-year anniversary of distance learning, let us commit to restoring and 
rebuilding our Catholic school community.  Let us welcome our children “home” safely 
and continue to show the world that Christ’s presence is in our school.  He is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life that will bring us back to the fullness of our communal ministry.   

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
SCHOOL REGISTRATION: Parents, the 2021-2022 re-registration is due on March 19. 
A late re-registration fee of $100.00 per child will be charged after this day. 

SCHOOL DISMISSAL: Starting Today, March 15, School Dismissal will be at 2:30 
p.m. for everyone.  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to 
prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take 
you to myself, so that where I am you also may be.  Where [I] am going you know the way.” 
Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. John 14:1-6 

Yours in Christ, 

Sister Maria Carmen Fernandez- Aldudo, Principa 


